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The Department of Children and Families (DCF) offers the following comments on HB 7389,
regarding the agency’s association with juvenile detention facilities,

Section 6 of the bill requires DCF, the Department of Correction (DOC) and the Court Support
Services Division of the Judicial Branch (CSSD) to implement best practices for juvenile detention
centers and correctional facilities. The legislature transferred juvenile justice jurisdiction from
the Department to the Judicial Branch in 2018, and DCF no longer manages any facility in which
juvenite delinquents are detained. Therefore, we respectfully request that the Committee
consider substitute language to remove DCF from this section. The Department continues to
serve as the legal guardian of any child in a detention center or correctional facility who is
committed to the Department for child welfare purposes.

Given the Department’s previous experience with serving this population of juveniles, we would
offer to consult with DOC and CSSD on these issues, but the Department cannot be responsible
for implementation of practices in facilities that we do not control. Further, the reporting
requirement seeks data from the facilities that DCF would not possess. The Department proposes
that substitute language also remove DCF from subsection {c} of Section 6 of the bill.

Similarly, Section 9 of the bill requires that DCF, DOC and CSSD ensure that ombudsman or
ombudswoman services are available at any juvenile detention center or correctional facility.
Again, since DCF does not currently manage facilities of this type, we request that substitute
language be considered to remove DCF from this section. If a child is recelving treatment or is
housed in a facility under the purview of DCF, that child and his or her parents are able to contact
the DCF Ombudsman’s Office.




We are happy to work with the proponents of the bill to address these concerns. The
Department thanks the Committee for consideration of this testimony.




